Unity through the lens of Tower of Babel – Genesis 11:1-9
Introduction
We are no strangers to the story in Genesis 11:1-9, there are significant lessons to be learnt if we dig deep into that account. Amongst many lessons is their rejection of God’s command to go out and be fruitful and multiply, the people stopped in Shinar and decided to build a city & tower to make a name for themselves. Their goal was to reach into heaven, achieving deity and worship – that is they wanted to design their own god – what a motive. The motivation was wrong, and the goal was misplaced, Arrogance, rebellion, and pride seem to be the root of men’s activities here -hence God responded by confusing their language & scattering them abroad over the face of all the earth. However, God gave it to them, and He said, “If they have begun to do this as one people speaking the same language, then nothing they devise will be beyond them.” So, we shall be looking at UNITY this morning and what it can do for us as individuals, families, and a church. 

A. What is Unity?
i) the state of being one; oneness.
ii) a whole or totality as combining all its parts into one.
iii) the state or fact of being united or combined into one, as of the parts of a whole; unification.
iv) absence of diversity; unvaried or uniform character.
v) oneness of mind, feeling, etc., as among a number of persons; concord, harmony, or agreement.
vi) Unity is a state of oneness and harmony. All believers in Christ are united in Christ. We are in a relationship that unites us with Him and with every other believer.

B. Why is it important?
Unity frees God to command his blessings among us
Unity enables Him to answer our prayers
it allows the Holy Spirit to move amongst us
it frees us to use our gifts without vying with one another so that the church can be built up - 1 Corinthians 1:10
“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,” Philippians 1:27 ESV
“Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.” 1 Peter 3:8
“Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.” Philippians 2:2
“Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.” Matthew 12:25 ESV

C. Who needs it?
Families, Christians amongst ourselves, churches, communities, nations etc

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” Psalm 133:1 ESV
“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 2 Corinthians 13:11 ESV

Little wonder, then, that the devil doesn’t like unity and does all he can to keep us from it! And little wonder that Paul tells us to ‘make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit’ (Ephesians 4:3).

D. How do we become united?
Avoid gossips, back-biting, and bitterness against one another. Take note: Unity does not mean uniformity.

E. What did Jesus say about unity?  “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us” (John 17:21).

F. Examples from the scripture
Joshua and Israel walking around Jericho. (Joshua 6)
Nehemiah and Israel working to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 3)
Ruth and Naomi helping each other against all odds. (Ruth)
Esther and Israel fasting to save the nation. (Esther 4:16)
David and Jonathan standing together against King Saul. (1 Samuel 18)
The nation of Nineveh repenting and turning to God. (Jonah 3:5-10)
David and his mighty men surviving on the run from King Saul. (2 Samuel 23:8-39)
The Disciples on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1)
The 1st Century Church of Acts (Acts 4:32)
Conclusion
As the Spirit of God indwells in us, we are to be united for a common cause as Christians. It all should be centered on pleasing our Father in heaven. Using our different gifts of the Spirit, we should be able to function effectively as the body of Christ. We need to unite in Christian love. We should be able to disagree and still have that unity in Christ. Love conquers all things.


